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Welcome to the Yahoo! User Interface Blog
February 13, 2006 at 5:09 pm by Mate Koechley | In Design, Development |

Let us be the first to welcome you to the brand new Yahoo! User Interface Blog, YWe're
excited to be here, and thrilled to have you with us.

This blog is the companion blog for two libraries we®re proudly releasing today. The new
‘Yahoo! Design Pattern Library offers our thinking on common interface design issues for
traditional and rich Internet applications. The new Yahoo! User Interface Library iz a
collection of industrial-grade JavaScript utilities and widgets that enable you to efficiently
get the most out of today’s powerful browsers, In both cases, these are the exact same
things that power Yahoo! today,

The two libraries each stand alone, but also complement the extensive web Services offered
by rahoo! properties via the vahoo! Developer Netwaork (and others around the Wweb). With
today’s release, we're starting to tell a complete cover-to-cover story. A weh service is one
thing [and a pretty cool thing at that), but we believe it's even more potent when combined
with proven interfaces and enhanced with Javascript and Ajax goodness.

AJ2K The Ul Library Wtilities facilitate the implementation of rich client- sn:le features hy
enhancing and normalizing the developer's interface to important elerments of the browser
infrastructure (such as events, in-page HTTF reguests and the DOM]). The Yahoo Ul Library

Controls produce visual, interactive user inteface elements on the page with just a few lines of
code and an included G55 file. All the compaonents in the Yahoo! User Interface Library have
been released as open source under a BSD license and are free for all uses.

These pages provide an overview of the Yahoo! Ul Library as well as patterns and articles that
help you create dynamic web applications with the Yahoo! Ul Library. It contains these

sections:

Getting Started
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9_’ Web 1.0: Browser as Paper
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9_’ Web 2.0: Browser As Platform
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& @ From Subject Date -
[ Inbox & Dave Bauer f2e Core Concepts Wed, 10/5/05, 12:42 PM —~
(4, Drafts # 4 Dave Bauer f2e Core Concepts Wed, 10/5/05, 12:24 PM .
g Sent # Susan Walfe Tue, 10/4/05, 12:34 PM
A Spam | Empty Harmony Computers Harmaony Computers - Shipment Notification for Order #2328448  Tue, 10/4/05, 7:05 AM
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STEVE MIRAGLIA thanks Thu, 9/29/05, 8:53 AM v

- f2e Core Concepts

Dave Bauer <bauerd@hotmail.com=>
Wed Oct 5 12:24:40 2005
EricMiraglia@yahoo.com

5: Lab Day.zip; Sports Fxample zip

Hlge Reading Pane

So, what do you
really think?

Send feedback about
Yahoo! Mail Beta

SEND FEEDEAGK

Eric

Here we go. If this is successful I will send a subsequent message with the zipped ppts (Day #1 and #2)
attached. Currently attached is a slightly modified Lab Day and the Yahoo Sports Example [ discussed with you
over the phone.

Dave




9_’ A Dramatic Transition
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People expect eSS online.



But people are online...



... and tied to the browser.
(for the most part)



-‘H.,‘
e
\“n-__.._

SO,

ets level

the playing field.

= ——
—
—




how?
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Improve our technology
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(need a robust platform!)



and

ralse expectations



(so users are confident!)
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from Heterogeneous
Environments

{development}

to Compelling and
Consistent APIs
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from Implementation
Models

{design}

to Mental Models






1] Meet properties where they
are today. Facilitate incremental

enhancement.
(“Transitional Internet Applications™)

20



2] Provide a broad, inclusive
platform for Web 2.0’s “Rich
Internet Application”
development

(a la carte, not framework)
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3] Extensible and adaptive, to
meet the needs of our diverse

product portfolio
(lots of different needs)

22



4] Support all A-grade browsers
— an evolving and still

demanding challenge
(Graded Browser Support)
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5] Thrive
under Yahoo!'’s

scale and scope
(industrial grade)

24



6] Be responsive and
accountable 1O our community of
designers & engineers

(your P1ls are our P1s)
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Alan Cooper’s GUI design canon




do | 1e-(
right-click

chk,drag;

keypress

[compounds]

[primitives]

B ]

| The relative importance of these
- metrics varies based an the type of
| search. For the sample search in

. which a few good documents are

| sufficient, precision outweighs recall.
| Most Google searchers, for example,
- want a few good results fast without

e
| Qudisplays|
| Arrange displays
| Mirror displays
Displays

gin: Thu Mar 3@ 10:@7:38 on console

I
side-dn:~ miraglia$ ||
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The Yahoo! User Interface Library

Tree Control AutoComplete Slider

Calendar

ympound:
Control P Menu Control

DHTML Windowing

Animation Drag & Drop

Inrimitives]

Connection
Manager (Ajax)

Event Utility

Dom Collection




Task List

The check baxes have three states: unched

finished), checked {all sub-tasks complete)

Expand all Collapse all
E|E| task-0
: EIEi task-0-0
[0 task-0-0-0
EI Eitasla: 0-0-1
. " ltask-0-0-1-0
(- [#) task-0-0-1-1
l M task-0-0-1-2

: I @tasl{ 0-0-2
@ task-1
"D task-2
"D task-3

« Default Tree Widget

+« Folder Wiew

« Menu
« HTML MNaode
« Task List

+« Fade animation {experimental)

Dizable Logger
o

TaskMode: fbort udpate parent: 29

O m=s5e. 7997 1:27:51 A
TaskMode: fbort udpate parent: 23

O m=5d. 7990 1:27:51 Ahd
TaskMode: Short udpate parent: 29

O m=5. 7990 1:27:51 A
TaskMode: Sbort udpate parent: 29

O m=s5e. 7997 1:27:51 A
TaskMode: fbort udpate parent: 23

O m=5d. 7990 1:27:51 A
TaskMode: Short udpate parent: 29




USER MNEEDS TO

» MAVIGATE

w EXPLORE DATA

Auto Complete
Calendar Picker
» Pagination
ltern Pagination
Search Pagination
* ORGANIZE DATA

“ GIVE FEEDBACK

» Ratings & Reviews
Architecture Review
Rating an Object
writing a Rewview

" PERFORM ACTIDN
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9_’ JavaScript Documentation

DOR Utility
Cob = YAHOO util.Dom
= Tres View Class YAHOO.util.Dom
B Flement Index
Object
[

Classes +--¥AHOO . util.Dom

YAHDOD, util

Y AHOO util. Darn class YAHOO.util.Dom

YAHOO, util. Paint
FAHOO util Hegion

Quick Link=: Constructor Summary | Method Summary | Constructar Detailz | Method Details

Method Summary  [top]

Files HTHLE lement |get {el)
Returns an HTMLEIement reference

Dom.js

Regian. = Int getClientHeight ()
Feturns the height of the client (viewport).

Int getClientWidth i)
Feturns the width of the client (viewport).

Fegion getRegion (el)
Feturns the region position of the given element.

String getStyle (el, <3tring> property)
Mormalizes currentstyle and Computedstyle.

Obhiject getx (el)
Sets the current = I:JDSitiEIr'l of an element based on page coordinates.




getRegion
Fegion getRegion (el)

Feturns the region position of the given element. The element must be part of the DOM tree o
hiawve a region (display:none ar elerments not appended return false).

Parameters:
string - | HTMLEIEMENt) Accepts either a string to use as an (D for getting a DOk
reference, or an actual DO reference.

Returns:
A Region instance containing "top, left, bottorm, right" member data.

getStyle
String getStyle (el, <3tringe= property)

Mormalizes currentstyle and Computedstyle.

Parameters:
property - The style property whose walue is returned.
string - | HTMLEIEMENt) Accepts either a string to use as an (D for getting a DOk
reference, or an actual DO reference.

Returns:
The current walue of the style property.

getxy
Obhject getX¥ (el)

Sets the current position of an element based on page coordinates. Element must be part of
the DOM tree to have page coordinates (display:none or elements not appended return false).

Parameters:
string - | HTMLEIEMENL) Accepts either a string to use as an [D for getting a DOk

refercnre nr an actial Nmkd refarenro

35



e_’ JavaScript Documentation

Drag and Drop

Crag and Drop = Element Index

B Tree Wisw
B Elemert Inde:x

Classes

YAHOO util
¥AHOO util. DD
YAHOD, util. DOProxy
YAHOOD, util. DO Target
YAHOO util. DragDrop
YAHOO util DragDrophdgr

Files

DD js
DDProxy. =
DOTarget.|s
DragDrop.|s
DragDrophgr. =

Element Index
ABCDEFGILMOPREDSTUY XY

addinvalidHandle Type(taghame) - Instance method in class YAHOO util DragDrop

addToGroup(sGroup) - Instance method in class YAHOO util. DragDrop

alignErVithrouse(el, iPagex, iIPagey) - Instance method in class YAHO O util.DD

autoOffset{iPagex, IFageY) - Instance method in class YAHOO util DD

B
baDragie) - Instance method in class YAHOO Util. DD

babdouseDown(e) - Instance method in class YAHOO.util. DD

batdouseDown(e) - Instance method in class YAHOO. util. DD P oy

bordenidth - Instance field in class YAHOO. UL DDP roxy

c
cachePosition{iFagex, iIFagey’) - Instance method in class YAHO O utiL.DD

centerFrame - Instance field in class YAHOO util. DD P roxy

clickPixelThresh - Instance field in clags YAHOO.util. DragDrophigr

clirlsTirmmaThrach - lnctanero fiald in clace »AH0 okl DiracDironhd o



.l,l".'.".'.'

metz up the DragDrop object. Must be called in the constructor of any
YAaHOO.util.DragDrop subclass

Bparam id the id of the linked element
Bparam {3tring} sGroup the group of related items
element i1z supposed to be a target only, set to false.

f % # 4 # =

S
init: functionfid, sGroup)
thiz.initTarget(id, sGroup) -
YAaHOO.util.Event.addListener(id, "mousedown™,
thiz.handleMouseDow, thi=s, true):

Initializes Targeting functionality only... the object does not
get a mousedown handler.

Mparam id the id of the linked element
[fparam {3tring} sGroup the group of related items
element 13 supposed to be a target only, set to false.

initTarget: function(id, sGroup)] {

J4 create a local reference to the drag and drop manager
thiz.DDM = YAHOO.util.DDM:

A4 create a logger instance
thiz.logger = new ygLogger ("Draghrop™]) :;

A4 et the default padding
thiz.padding = [0, O, O, O]:






Note! Good experiences
aren’t plugged in...



... they are crafted by thinking
about people, not

technology

40



Developers can provide

powerful primitives
and sophisticated

compounds...



but designers create
Idioms and

love



setting it free. .




YUI Library 2/06

Open Source Release

Released on YDN under wide-open BSD license

YAHOO! DEVELOPER NETWORK

Yahoo! Ul Library

Home

del.icio.us
Sawa, tag, and share your

favaorife sifas

Finance
Geat sfock guofes,

COMpany News

Flickr™
Share phofos with your

friends

HotJobs
Find a great job

Yahoo! User Interface Library

The Yahoo! User Interface Library is a set of utilities and controls,

building richly interactive web applications using technigues such a
and AJAX. The Ul Library Utilities facilitate the implementation of ri
enhancing and normalizing the developer's interface to important el
infrastructure (such as events, in-page HTTP requests and the DO
Controls produce visual, interactive user interface elements on the
code and an included CSS file. All the components in the Yahoo! U
been released as open source under a BSD license and are free fo

These pages provide an overview of the Yahoo! Ul Library as well
help you create dynamic web applications with the Yahoo! Ul Libra
sections:

Getting Started
Licensing

44



YUI Library 2/06
Open Source Release

Released on YDN under wide-open BSD license

YAHOO! USER INTERFACE BLOG

News and Articles about Designing and Developing with Yahoo! Libraries.

Blog About ‘search in blog...
Developing a JavaScript Library for Yahoo! SYNDICATE
February 17, 2006 on 12:17 pm by Eric Miraglia | In Development | 10 Comments All Entries:
When we set out about a year ago to build the Yahoo! User Interface Library, we had a m

All Comments:

Bl oot | 551

specific set of challenges to address. First and foremost, we wanted to enable our front-end
engineers to spend more time working on advanced, product-specific features and less time
doing cross-browser tuning of generic interactions like drag and drop. We have a deep,
talented, and creative pool of developers across the company, but we hadn't done enough to
develop shared libraries that normalize differences across relevant browsers. As a community,
we agreed that we needed better toolkits for those rich interactions that can enhance users’
experiences of Yahoo! products.

RECENT POSTS

Developing a JavaScript Library
for Yahoo!

Welcome to the Yahoo! User
Interface Blog

Creating the library represented a significant undertaking, and we spent a lot of time talking The Yahoo! User Interface
among the lareer front-end engineering community here about how to go about doing this. iy




YUI Library 2/06
Open Source Release

Released on YDN under wide-open BSD license

Good press from key influencers: WaSP, DOM
Scripting Task Force, O'Reilly Radar, Slashdot,
Boing Boing, many more

Top entry on delicious, high profile on Technorati
Exponential spike in YDN traffic during release
>36K downloads of library In first two weeks
YDN-javascript group membership: ~1000

46



DOM API support group meets Tuesdays

MEWS PODCASTS SHOWCASES RESOURCES  CONFEREMCE JOBS

the -

ot

exp erience

S5an Framcisco, CA

NET (24
hocesibility
fMax
Articles
Jooks
IrOWSErs
Fuilds

Yahoo! does Ajax - Javas
libraries and Patterns

Library © , Prototype © , Dojo © , Yahoo!

Over on SitePoint today, in the DHTML & CSS blog section, Kevin®
post that talks about some of the Javascript libraries, including the

offerings.

lavaScript is hard, but it could be a lot harder. These da
tools can actually be most of the work

Today, the poster children of web application success consis
beefy and interdependent JavaScript files with a light austin
CS55. With JavaScrint codebases easily outweiaghing markup



m&m&mml

« Web Apps: Single Point of Subpoena | Main | Digital Film =

Yahoo! Open Sources Uls and Design Patterns =

Bv nat on February 13, 2006

Kudos to Yahoo!, who today released two pieces of goodness into the commaons.
The first is their UI library, and the second is their Design Patterns Library. The UI
Library is a collection of DHTML/Ajax/Javascript (pick your favourite term)
controls and widgets. The Design Patterns Library is "intended to provide Web
designers prescriptive guidance to help solve common design problems on the
Web". I swear I didn't know they were going to do this when I wrote "I'd like to
see some HIGs for Ajax interfaces" yesterday, but boy am I impressed! Best of
all, Yahoo! gets open source licenses: the UI library is BESD and the Design
Pattern library is Creative Commons Attribution 2.5.

Tags: yahoo ajax ui



@ Moustache

Yahoo is the new Google

| feel like I've been saying this a lot lately, but while Google seems to be faltering at nearly every
step, Yahoo is doing lots of little things that | think will have a big reward soon. Such as releasing
their Ul Library and their Design Pattern Library. Obviously this isn’t something you are going to b
interested in unless you are a web developer, but if you are it's a pretty exciting release. The Ul
Library includes your standard animation effects, AJAX calls, and also a really polished calendar
that took me about 20 seconds to incorporate into a web app I'm working on. Everything has been
released with a BSD license, which means you can use it for anything anywhere.

Technorati Tags: web2.0 ajax yahoo google
Posted Monday, February 13, 2006




ris Insytes

This is simply a place where | can share my Insytes about new trends
from them. | see the world from a very holistic perspective, sitting at

technology and communications. Here you can also learn with me as v
Knowledge Economy really looks like as it emerges before our eyes.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2006

£ Yahoo! 'gets’' Web 2.0 and then some...

In another significant move pointing to the deep smarts resident at

Yahoo!, Yahoo! has opened up its Design Patterns and User Interface

Libraries. Whenever Mate has his head down for 14 hours each day

over several weeks, we know something cool is going to come from it,

but this is even bigger than | could have imagined {(and | have a pretty I
big imagination). '

50 why is this such a big deal? In simple terms, it means you can now o



evelopment and consulting for the web

shelf

icclaimed by many and now
veral thousand people, is a
to keep up with news and
usability, development,

| the Web 2.0.

ae to our blog

Yahoo! releases Ul and Design Patterns

Posted by Fred, February 14, 9 comments

Yahoo! keeps showing the world how much they get web

2.0. This time, they‘ve done the unexpected and opened hHDO.Q
the sources to the UI library (that includes visual effects,

connection handlers - think ajax -, dom handlers, and

drag-and-drop controls) under a BSD license. Also, they're now sharing their design
patterns under a Creative Commaons license.

Yahoa! UI library
Yahoo! Design Patterns

This is clearly celebration time for the online development community and open
source movements. Big players embracing the need for open standards - thus
stimulating innovation instead of re-invention - are definitely something we need
more of. Excellent! [via O'Reilly Radar]



YAHOO! DEVELOPERS: SETTING A STANDARD FOR THE
NEW PROFESSIONALISM

In an article published Monday, February 13, 20006, Yahoo! Senior Web Devel
outlines the Yahoo! concept of Graded Browser Support.

The approach is a work of art so beautiful and sensible it literally made me
ongoing discussion regarding a new professionalism for Web desig
clear that the approach that Koechley outlines is not only logical and simple, b
practical.

One of the most powerful aspects of the document is it approaches the entin
support for sites from an enlightened point of view. Instead of calling out any g
problematic and focusing on how to manage it, Koechley points to the nature o

encouraging us to work within that context:

“Expecting two users using different browser software to have an identical «



In the Design Pattern library, theyve outlined several sol
including breadcrumbing, object pagination, and autocom
practices with lots of information on why they've impleme
havent even had a chance to look through all of these ye
accessibility issues and should be an incredibly useful set
to implement something that they've already researched.

Yahoo! makes me smile. They've even got a companion t

[via O'Reilly Radar]
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<HIOH | KDH>

2006-02-24 Yahoo! Ul Library T& 3

AjaxD ER A 72 = # F OXMLHttpRequest® T 5 & F i
Yahoo! UI Library@connection.js@ FHEE LB EE LS BKE
createXhrObject £ v» 9 function DT 43, £7 XMLHttp]

http = new XMLHttpRequest();

WL CTeatch7 o w» 22 A %5 £, ActiveXObject Znew L THHE

nttp = new ActiveXObject(this._msxml_progid[i]);

obj] = { conn:http, tld:transactionld };




Chris’s officlal blog, replacement for Nerd Fed

« Mp3 player problems Don't contral my windo

Yahoo are pretty nice guys

Recently | was in a conversation where someone said that Google was
as the non-evil alternative to Yahoo. | have never considered this the
| have always thought (and thought many others shared the same
that Yahoo is the non-evil alternative to MSN.



9_’ Graded Browser Support

e 3 Grades of Browser Support

A-graae su
C-grade su

X-grade su

0
D

D

port (advanced support)
port (core support)

port (the X-Factor)

e http://developer.yahoo.com/yui/articles/gb

s/gbs.html
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Win 98 Win 2000 Win XP Mac 10.0 M™ac 10.2 M™Mac 10.3 Mac 10.3.x Mac 10.4

IE 7.0 A-grade

IE 6.0 A-grade A-grade A-grade

IE 5.5 A-grade A-grade

IE 5.0 C-grade C-grade C-grade C-grade C-grade L-grade L-grade

Netscape 8.0 -grade x-grade A-grade

Firefox 1.5 A-.grade  A-grade A-grade  A-grade  A-grade  A-grade  A-grade A-grade

Firefox 1.0.7 A-grade A-grade A-grade  A-grade  A-grade  A-grade  A-grade A-grade

Mozilla 1.7.12 -grade X-grade A-grade  X-grade #-grade #-grade #-grade A-grade
Opera 8.5 -grade A-grade A-grade  C-grade C-grade C-grade #-grade A-grade
Safari 1.0 X-grade
Safari 1.1 K-grade  Megrade
Safari 1.2 X-grade  Me-grade  M-grade
Safari 1.3 X-grade  A-grade
Safari 2.0 A-grade

http://developer.yahoo.com/yui/articles/gbs/gbs.html
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